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Message from Mr Cheesman
Dear Parents & Carers,
We have almost reached the end of the Autumn Term and what a few weeks it has been! There
has been bucket loads of fantastic learning going on in every class; the children have been
involved in everything from rocks, rollercoasters and Rangoli patterns to pirates, programming
and pantomimes!
I have said it before and I will say it again, I couldn’t be more proud of the children and the way
they have adapted to the ‘new normal’. 2020 has been a challenging year and one in which we
have had to rethink almost every aspect of our lives. I am so grateful for all of the support we
have received from parents and carers to make sure the children understood and adhered to
the many changes we have had to bring in. To echo the words of one of our Dove Bank parents,
rising to the challenges of living during a global pandemic has made us a closer and stronger
school than ever.
The staff at Dove Bank have also worked tirelessly throughout the term, regularly going above
and beyond to provide the best experience possible for the children.
I would like to wish you all a fantastic Christmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing you
all back at school in 2021. Merry Christmas everyone!
Warm regards

Mr J Cheesman

Oak News
We have had a very busy but fantastic half term in
Oak Class. Our topic has been Autumn and we have
learnt all about how the season changes. We have
discovered interesting facts about hibernation and
which animals hibernate and why.

Throughout this term we have also learnt about
many celebrations which take place in this Season.
We learnt all about Diwali, finding out about the
Sikh and Hindu stories and how this festival is
celebrated. We made Diva lamps and Rangoli
patterns.

We learnt about Remembrance Day and that we wear
poppies to remember and say thank you to the
soldiers. We found out about bonfire night and
explored musical instruments to make bonfire sounds.
Finally, we have learnt the Christmas Story and
understand that this is a Christian celebration.

As well as all of this, we have enjoyed some fantastic stories and the children
are amazing at retelling these. Our favourites have been “We’re Going on a
Pumpkin Hunt” and “The Gruffalo”.

Elm News
Elm Class have enjoyed exploring our topic moon
zoom. First we had an alien spaceship crash right
outside our classroom. The Scientist let us help
with the investigation. It was so exciting. We found
all sorts of strange things.

We tried to imagine what the alien might look like.
So we drew pictures of how we thought it might
look. We also read lots of stories about flying off
into space in a rocket, so made our own space
rockets using recycled materials.

We then began investigating different materials and sorting them into groups. We were
also able to describe their properties; for example, if they were rough or smooth, hard or
soft, some things were very bumpy too!

We read some stories about space. We really enjoyed the story Beegu. Then Mrs Davies
received a letter. We were all really surprised to see it was a letter from Beegu. Who knew
that Beegu had been hiding in our cupboard watching us learn all along but unfortunately
she had to go home to her planet. We decided to write her a letter and hopefully it will
have arrived on Mars now.

Birch News
Ooh ahh me hearties!
What a rollicking term we’ve had!
It started with a message in a bottle from Pirate
Pete that led to all sorts of investigations. We
had to find out about which materials are best
for boats and why! We then followed the
journeys of Captain James Cook around the
world. Later, we discovered the true story of
Grace Darling’s heroic rescue.

An in-depth study of the book “A New Home for
a Pirate” enabled us to write a different version
of the story ourselves. We also wrote sea rescue
poems after learning about the RNLI lifeboats.

Further shenanigans occurred when another message in a bottle and video message asked
us to find treasure in the school grounds. Following a map and a code, we found loads of
coins which then needed to be collected and counted. After that we could spend the money
in our pretend sweet shop.

At this festive season, we are busy making decorations and cards, learning poems and
entering into the wonder of the very first Christmas, asking questions of the different
characters.

Pine News
What an explosive half term Pine class have had!
Our topic this half term has been ‘Rocks, Relics and
Rumbles’. We have been busy learning about the
three main forms of rock and finding out how they
were made. We even made some of our own using
chewy sweets!
We took time in the afternoons to make our own
volcanoes and once they were finished, we erupted
them and then used them to show the ‘Ring of Fire’.
We even listen to ‘The Ring of Fire’ by Jonny Cash!

Part way through this half term, we had to stay at
home for two weeks, but we did not let that stop
us from working, enjoying ourselves and keeping
in touch. We focused our learning around two
themes: Music and Under the Sea. We kept in
touch through Class Dojo where we posted work,
pictures and videos of ourselves.

After a busy half term, we are looking forward to a rest and hopefully a visit from Father
Christmas.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Pine class.

Maple News
This term, Maple Class have had lots of fun
finding out about the science behind
rollercoasters. They have investigated centripetal
forces, built loop the loop rollercoasters and
tested them with marbles and investigated the
action of pendulums.
The children have also experimented with the
properties of different materials by designing,
building and testing log flume carriages for both
waterproofness and buoyancy.

In computing, we have debugged ‘loop the loop’ programmes using Scratch! We have also
experimented with photo editor software to create portraits of ourselves riding
rollercoasters.
In English, we have read and enjoyed the book ‘The Boy who Swam with Piranhas’. We have
finished off the term by writing a third person narrative based on the ending of the book.
All in all, it has been a busy, but enjoyable half term. Have a safe and happy Christmas and
we look forward to seeing the children in the New Year!

Sycamore News
What an action-packed term we have had in Sycamore Class!
I’m sure the children would agree with the staff that this very
long term felt like it passed in a heartbeat this year.
In English this term, we have worked extremely hard on some
new and tricky writers’ skills including how to use symbolism
to create cohesion in our writing, how to build different
complex sentences and different ways to use passive voice in
our writing. The letters we wrote as part of our unit on The Boy
Who Swam with Piranhas were amazing, emotion inducing
letters, written with incredible skill by Sycamore Class and
ended with a round of applause when shared by the students
in our class.

Sycamore Class have produced some incredible work this term in our unit on theme parks, which taught
large amounts of science (all about forces, materials and properties), computer science (designing using CAD
software, photo editing software and creating and debugging complex algorithms) and DT (designing and
creating carriages and drop ride prototypes using a variety of materials including K’nex).This exciting unit
has seen the teachers swing buckets of water over their heads, the children designing and testing their own
log flume carriages, and experiments to learn about how centripetal force works on a rollercoaster. Our final
project was to create a drop ride that would safely carry an egg to the top of a tower and drop it without
breaking. Language such as energy, force, air resistance and centripetal force have been common place in
our classroom this term!
In other news, our time with Miss Graham has sadly come to an end! Miss Graham has been teaching in
Sycamore Class alongside Mrs. Price and Miss Riley this term. She now moves on to the next chapter in her
career as a qualified primary school teacher. I’m sure you will join us in wishing her the best of luck for the
future.
Have a look at our learning journey so far this school year and a sneak peek at what is coming up!

Reminders
Track and trace over the Christmas break
Please note – the school office email will not be monitored regularly during the Christmas break. If you
need to report a COVID-19 related issue, please use the following email address:
covid@dovebank.leics.sch.uk.
It is very important that we continue to monitor COVID infections during the Christmas break so that we
can trace and inform any necessary close contacts of anyone with a confirmed positive case of the virus
during the infectious period. To ensure that all contacts are traced, it is vital that the period of time for
becoming symptomatic and needing to inform the school continues until 3.30pm on Sunday 20 th
December. This is so that we can trace any contacts who were potentially exposed to the virus during the
infectious period when the children were still at school. Parents will need to resume informing the school
on the first day of the new term (5th January, 8.45am).
For the period in between these dates, NHS Track and Trace will cover social contacts. If parents contact
the school to inform of a positive case, it is vital to tell us when symptoms were first observed.
For children who become symptomatic, I urge parents to sign them up for a test immediately. Testing
capacity is strong locally and there is a high probability of a result in less than 24hrs.
In the run up to the Christmas break, please be reminded that entire households must isolate as soon as
there is a family member who becomes symptomatic – children must not be sent to school if this is the
case. I would urge extra care over the coming days to avoid any activities that could potentially increase
the risk of transmission of the virus. Any positive test results from today onwards would mean isolation
over Christmas Day and this is something I am certain we are all desperate to avoid.

Dates for Your Diary
Tuesday 5th January: School opens for Spring Term
Tuesday 9th February: Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 10th February: Parents’ Evening
Thursday 11th February: Parents’ Evening
Monday 15th to Friday 19th February: Half Term
Wednesday 17th February: Random Acts of Kindness Day
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Friday 26th March: School closes for Easter
Monday 12th April: School opens for Summer Term
Wednesday 14th April: Class photographs

