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Message from Mr Cheesman
Dear Parents & Carers,
It has certainly been a challenging and unusual few months since my last newsletter. We find
ourselves at the end of a summer term like no other we have ever experienced.
There is a rising sense that some form of ‘normal’ is returning to the UK and I am so pleased
that we will be working towards a complete reopening of school in the autumn term. Following
the recent release of the government guidance, we are now at the early stages of planning for
all children to return to school. There will certainly be some changes to the way things will look
and feel after the summer break.
However, we have experienced so many positives since the wider reopening to specific year
groups at the beginning of June and I am looking forward to implementing some of these on a
more permanent basis. For example, children have enjoyed having their own workspace and
their own equipment in the classroom. They have also relished opportunities for more frequent
daily exercise, including running on our track, dance and other fitness activities. Another
extremely popular activity has been our gardening sessions! The staff and I feel it is essential
that we continue with the things that have worked well in order to ensure that children feel as
happy and safe as possible on their return to school.
I am also acutely aware that some of you will have concerns about the impact on learning
caused by the children missing education for so long. The government has pledged a sum of
money for schools to use to plan for ‘catch-up’ in the autumn term and beyond. During the first
few weeks of the new term, the teachers will assess where the children are in their learning,
and begin planning for the teaching of any gaps identified. More details of this will follow after
the summer break.
I would like to thank you all once again for your continued support throughout this year and
particularly during these past few difficult months. I hope you and your families stay safe and
have a restful break.
Warm regards

Mr J Cheesman

New Classes
Due to the restrictions of COVID-19, we were unable to have our usual transition afternoon where the
children meet their new teacher. Instead, we have set up transition folders in the OneDrives containing a
message from the teacher, information about the class and some ‘getting to know you’ activities. Links to
these folders are being sent separately via email. Please find time to look in the folders and complete any
tasks if you are able. This does not apply to the children in the new Oak Class who received packs during
our information meeting.

Start of Term Autumn Term Arrangements
I would like to clarify arrangements for the start of the new school year. Please bear in mind that this is all
subject to change depending on further government instruction and I will keep in contact during the
summer break if changes are necessary.






Monday 24th August, Tuesday 25th August and Wednesday 26th August - Staff training. Essential
training will take place in order to ensure the entire staff body are fully briefed and prepared for
the return of all students in these exceptional circumstances.
Thursday 27th August – Children return to school. New Reception children will attend for the
mornings only on Thursday 27th and Friday 28th August as they were unable to attend transition
days in the summer term. This will be from 9.30am until 12.15pm. They will return full time from
Tuesday 1st September.
Monday 31st August – Bank Holiday (school closed)

There will be a new one-way system in place for dropping off and collecting children.
Morning drop-off: Parents/carers will need to drop children off between 8.45am and 8.55am. One adult
per child to enter through the single pedestrian gate near the turning circle. Children will join their class
lines (marked clearly on the playground) and staff will be on duty to supervise them. Parents/carers will
then exit through the other pedestrian gate (the one which goes directly on to Bagworth Road). Children
arriving on the bus will be collected by a member of staff and escorted to their class lines. Parents/carers
should maintain social distancing expectations when inside and outside the school grounds.
Pick up: The single pedestrian gate (near the turning circle) will open at 3.10pm and the children will be on
their lines in the playground ready to be collected. Parents will continue to use the one way system as
described above when collecting children. Those children who go home on the bus will be collected from
the classrooms by a member of staff at 3.05pm.
Any ‘spare’ staff will be allocated to assist in the social distancing process at the beginning and end of the
school day.
Parents will not be given access to the school building at drop off and collection times. If you have any
questions regarding these arrangements, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
I will be writing to you again in the week beginning August 17th with further details of our updated Risk
Mitigation Plan. This is currently being developed in line with the government guidance and advice issued
by Public Health England. I will also confirm arrangements, highlight any changes that we have had to
make due to updated guidance and give you additional information if necessary.

Changes in the Autumn Term
The lockdown has forced us to rethink our approach to a number of things over the past weeks and
months. The following list contains some of the changes that we are now planning to continue with in the
autumn term:
Organisation
 Children will continue to be taught in bubbles but the size of the bubble will now increase to
accommodate a full class. Bubbles are not about preventing transmission of COVID-19 but support us
to limit how much we will have to shut down should we have a confirmed case. Children will learn, eat
and play together without mixing with children from other class bubbles.
 One adult per child will be permitted to bring child into the school grounds.
 Full School uniform must be worn as usual.
 Break and lunch times will be staggered.
 Children should bring lunch/snack in a lunchbox/bag and a full clean water bottle.
 Large bags or rucksacks should not be brought to school.
 Teachers will collect children from the playground in the mornings.
 Children will need to come to school in their PE kits on PE days (this can be tracksuit bottoms, a PE tshirt and a tracksuit top/hoodie).
 Children will have their own stationery / resources and will be keeping them on their tables.
Enriching the Curriculum
 We will focus on having some shorter lessons with the emphasis on teaching of gaps in knowledge,
understanding and skills.
 There will be increased opportunities for quiet reading and modelled reading by the teacher.
 Daily / weekly ‘Just Dance’ sessions and other physical activities will be used throughout the school day
to promote engagement and break up the learning time.
 Sign language sessions – signing along to popular songs (government guidance recommends against
singing as it could increase the transmission of the virus).
 Increased use of the daily mile track to promote physical wellbeing.
 We hope to be able to continue with the weekly gardening sessions at the school allotment.
Communication with Parents & Carers
 We will maintain use of the class OneDrive folders for online learning and homework.
 We will continue to use class emails to enable parental contact:
o Oak Class / Miss Hopper – oak@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
o Elm Class / Mrs Davies – elm@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
o Birch Class / Mrs Heath – birch@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
o Pine Class / Mrs Fletcher – pine@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
o Maple Class / Mrs Vale – maple@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
o Sycamore / Mrs Price – sycamore@dovebank.leics.sch.uk
 You can also continue to send general enquiries to office@dovebank.leics.sch.uk or
head@dovebank.leics.sch.uk.

Goodbye Year 6
After seven years of Primary School, we must say goodbye to our Year 6
children. What a truly amazing group they are – fun loving, hardworking and
resilient. We are so glad that nearly all of the Year 6s have been able to return
to school for the final few weeks. They had a lovely send off on the last
Thursday of the term. A huge thank you must go to Mrs Good for organising the
leavers’ gifts – the personalised t-shirts and the commemoration books were
fantastic and gratefully received by the children.
I am sure that everyone will join me in wishing the Year 6 children all the very
best for the future – good luck Year 6!

Meet Mrs Fletcher
Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
My name is Mrs Andrea Fletcher and I am writing to introduce myself as the
new Deputy Headteacher of your lovely school. I am very excited about my
future here and I feel very honoured and grateful to have been appointed for
this new challenge.
I live with my husband and three children, Louise,
Bobby and Niamh and our 5 chickens. We like to
spend time in our caravan visiting France in the
summer holidays and spending lots of time with
our family and friends. I have worked in a variety
of primary schools for the last 20 years in
Birmingham and most recently in Desford,
teaching across all key stages. I am passionate
about education and I love teaching, I even taught
my eldest daughter when she was in EYFS many
years ago!

When I visited Dove Bank I instantly felt at home and welcomed. There was a
strong sense of community and collaboration and I can’t wait to become part of
that.
I look forward to meeting you all very soon.
Yours faithfully
Mrs A. Fletcher

Meet Miss Hopper
Hello everyone,
My name is Miss Hopper and I am going to be teaching in Oak
Class from August.
I live in Ibstock with my 2
children, Abbie and Maci and my
dog called Bella. I enjoy knitting,
crochet, baking and walking with
my family. I love reading books
and some of my favourite ones
are Superworm, The Gruffalo,
War Horse and Matilda.
I am very excited to be starting at Dove Bank Primary School
and cannot wait to meet and get to know you all.
See you soon
Miss J Hopper

Here are some of the things the
children have been up to…

Reminders
Attendance: Attendance at school will once again be compulsory from the beginning of the Autumn Term.
Full attendance and punctuality at school is essential in ensuring your child gets the very best education
they can. Please phone in on the first day of your child’s absence and let the school office know the reason.
You will be asked to provide proof of medical / dental appointments.
Contact Details: Please can you ensure that all your up to date contact details are held by the school
especially if you have changed address or phone number within the last few months.
Before and After School Club Provision: We are planning to resume before and after school childcare
services for Monday to Friday from the beginning of the Autumn Term. We are continuing to work with
ClubsComplete – registration details and information can be found on our school website.
Parking: It is very busy outside the school at the beginning and end of the school day. Please take care
when parking around the school and respect our neighbours. Please do not park in the bus lane as this is
for dropping off only.
School Uniform: Please note that school uniform is as follows:
 Royal blue sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece jacket with the school logo
 White or pale blue polo shirt or blouse
 Plain black or grey trousers or shorts
 Black or grey skirt/pinafore dress/culottes/straight leg or boot cut trousers
 Black outdoor shoes (not boots) which may be buckled, laced or slip-on and of an appropriate
height for school
 Plain white/dark socks or navy/black/grey tights if desired
 Blue checked dress (optional for the Summer Term)
Please note that trainers, sports tops, leggings or jeans are not part of school uniform and should not be
worn. Please ensure all items of clothing worn in school are labelled with children’s names as we have a
large amount of lost property.
School lunches: The cost of these will increase from £2.25 to £2.30 from the beginning of the autumn. The
menu currently remains unchanged from last year.

Dates for Your Diary (more dates to follow)
Thursday 27th August: School opens for start of autumn term
Monday 31st August: Bank Holiday – school closed
Tuesday 29th September: Individual School Photographs
Wednesday 14th & Thursday 15th October: Parents’ Evenings
Monday 19th to Friday 23rd October: Half Term
Monday 9th November: Flu Vaccinations
Monday 16th to Friday 20th November: Antibullying Week
Friday 18th December: Last day of autumn term

