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Message from Mr Cheesman
Wow, what a term we have had! Despite the lockdown, it has been a fantastic year overall at school and
also one that has flown by in the blink of an eye! The children have had an exciting term which has
included journeying back the Stone Age, attending carnivals in Rio, waking and shaking in the mornings
and taking part in a fantastic circus skills workshop!
Like many of you, I am looking forward to things hopefully getting back to normal over the coming
weeks. At the time of writing this newsletter, schools have received guidance that states some of the
COVID restrictions for educational settings are likely be lifted in the new academic year. However, we
are currently planning to keep the routines and timings for the beginning and end of the day as we have
done this year. We would like to you to continue to use the one-way system to drop off and collect your
children in the autumn term. This has proven to be a very positive way to begin and end the school day,
as well as enabling us to ensure the safety of all of the children by controlling access to the school.
We have also had official notification that children can mix during the day next autumn, and that we will
be allowed to relax the restrictions around ‘bubbles’. With this in mind, we anticipate that children will
also no longer need to sit in rows in the classroom.
Arrangements for wearing PE kit on PE days will remain in place as this has
actually been very beneficial in maximising PE time and reducing lost
property! However, we will be insisting on smart PE kit on PE days and full
school uniform on non PE days. Please see the reminder about our dress
code after the class pages in this newsletter.
If things change over the summer holidays, I will contact you immediately
via the school office and make clear any new arrangements that may affect
your child’s return to school. With this in mind, please continue to monitor
your emails and texts over the summer holiday period.
I am immensely proud of the Dove Bank school community and the way
everyone has continued to pull together so brilliantly over the past 16
months. The children are a credit to you all and I would like to thank you
for all of your support and hard work to fulfil our motto of ‘Putting Children
First’.
I wish you all a fantastic summer break!
Warm regards
Mr J Cheesman

Classes and Staffing for 2021-2022
Class

Year group(s)

Teacher

Support Staff

Oak

Reception & Year 1

Miss Hopper

Ms Earp
Mrs Hutchinson

Mrs Heath

Mrs Shaw
Mrs Good
Miss Hunt

Birch

Year 1 & Year 2

Pine

Year 3

Mrs Fletcher

Larch

Year 4

Mrs Davies

Mrs Good

Maple

Year 5

Mrs Vale

Miss Riley
Mrs Goode

Sycamore

Year 6

Mrs Price

Miss Riley

Additional support staff roles:
ELSA
Mrs Waterfall has been fully trained and will now be talking on the role of Emotional Literacy Support Assistant
(ELSA). ELSAs are teaching assistants who have had special training to support the emotional development of
children in school. ELSAs have regular professional supervision from educational psychologists to help them in their
work. ELSAs help children learn to understand their emotions and respect the feelings of those around them. They
provide the time and space for pupils to think about their personal circumstances and how they manage them
Cover Supervisor
Mrs Kendrick is a new member of our team and will be working as a cover supervisor covering classes in the
afternoons. I’m sure you will all join me in welcoming Mrs Kendrick to the Dove Bank team.

Goodbyes
Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Smalley and Mrs Miller who have both been working with us since March
this year. I would like to thank them both for their hard work and dedication during their time at Dove Bank, and to
wish them all the very best for the future.

Goodbye and Good Luck Year 6!
It is time once again to say goodbye to our Year 6
children. After seven years of primary school, it is
time for them to fly the nest and move on to
pastures new. What a fantastic group of individuals
they are; they have been a credit to our school.
I am sure that everyone will
join me in wishing the Year 6
children all the very best for
the future – good luck Year 6!

Oak News
Oak Class have had a brilliant last term in Foundation
Stage. We have learnt about farms and different jobs that
famers have to do and we discovered that there are also
farms in the ocean! This led to us wanting to find out even
more about oceans and who lives beneath the sea.
The children have learnt about the different layers of the
ocean and can talk about the different creatures that live
in each part. We love the midnight zone and how big the
creatures’ eyes are to help them see in this part of the
ocean. We also found it fascinating to discover how they
create their own light to see.

The children have learnt about different animals
that live in the ocean such as whales, crabs and
seahorses. We linked our learning to past learning
about dinosaurs and found out which animals were
omnivores, carnivores and herbivores.

The children in Oak Class have had a wonderful first
year of school and have made tremendous progress
in everything they have done! Myself and Ms Earp are so proud of each and every one of
them and hope they all have a wonderful summer and come back ready to achieve even
more in Year 1!

Elm News
This half term Elm Class topic was Rio
de Vida. We learnt about musical
instrument and we made shakers.
We learnt a rainforest dance and
performed it to other classes.

We also enjoyed a taking part in a
carnival, making our own masks, musical
instruments, costumes and cakes. The
children enjoyed making carnival
lanterns, having golden time and playing
outside.

Birch News
Wow! What fun we have had with our
“Wriggle and Crawl” topic. It started with a
bug hunt as our young scientists went out
investigating the creatures who live in our
school grounds. We used our research skills
to find out about habitats, micro habitats,
camouflage and food chains. Perhaps the
most exciting part has been nurturing our
own tiny caterpillars and watching them
emerge into beautiful painted lady
butterflies. We will never forget the moment
maths had to stop as we observed the first
butterfly stretching and drying its new wings!
It was a rather clever ladybird, however,
who featured in our English lessons as we
read the series of books about “What the
ladybird heard!” This inspired us to write our
own news reports about the incident
involving Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len. We
then made our very own books with our own
stories including the same clever ladybird.

Creativity, Birch class has been given free rein
in so many ways this term. We have made
symmetrical butterfly art work, careful bug
drawing, origami art and camouflage art. We
are even doing a spot of sewing to finish the
term off as well!
Sports day gave us all a great opportunity for fun and fresh air as we jumped,
balanced, kicked and ran to the best of our abilities!

Pine News
This half term in Pine, we have been learning about the topic ‘Through the
Ages’. We have been reading the text ‘Stone Age Boy’ and ‘The Wild Way
Home’. Both texts give an account of Stone Age Briton. We have researched
about the Stone Age periods and then decorated our own stone to launch our
topic.
We spent time outside collecting different
stones and seeing what we could make with
them. We did not make any weapons like
the Stone Age people did, but we did make a
fire pit and some creative pictures!

We really enjoyed learning about cave
paintings. We went on to recreate a
cave in our classroom and worked in
almost darkness to draw as if we were
in the Stone Age. We have also made
clay thumb pots and coil pots just like
they did in the Stone Age.

Maple News
It has been a busy half term for the children in Maple Class. Our topic has been
‘Time Traveller’. During this topic, our English work has been based on the book
‘Tom’s Midnight Garden’; a children’s classic that we have thoroughly enjoyed.
We have written setting descriptions, new chapters and letters. We rounded off
our English lessons by watching the film version.
In art lessons, we have produced
paintings based on clocks, drawn
portraits of people to show emotions and
created digital portraits of ourselves,
based on Andy Warhol’s Marilyn Monroe
paintings. In history, we have researched
how everyday life has changed over time
by investigating the development of an
object, such as the telephone and placing
images on a timeline.

We have also enjoyed our class Dojo party,
as the children collectively earned 1000
dojos, they picked the activities they would
like to do. The day included art, films and a
watery Olympics. Lots of fun was had by
all.

Sycamore News
This term has sped by. Sycamore Class are duly proud of
their gymnastics skills at the close of this unit on
Gymnastics. The children have learnt how to complete
hand stands, cartwheels and round-offs and how to
sequence a gymnastics routine.
We have also learnt how to write balanced arguments and
delved into the intricacies of character traits in our reading
and writing sessions. This has linked to our topic studies,
where we have taken portraits of ourselves that are
designed to show particular character traits.
In maths, we used our measuring, fractions and ratio
knowledge to translate our photo portraits into art work.
We have conquered decimals and percentages and
revisited our core skills ready for the next academic year.
We have spent a lot of time outside this term. We showed
brilliant team spirit throughout sports day and our class
chose to clear the weeds off the mound on the field as a
gratitude project. They have also worked hard on the
allotment this term and things are growing rapidly in the
polytunnel.
Finally, we have begun to wish our current year 6 children goodbye with a day of team
building, competitions and fun. We have had a fun year together and we will miss them
next year when they move onto secondary school!

Dress code reminder
We consider it important that children attending Dove Bank Primary come to school in an appropriate form
of dress, which will not only be functional but will help them to adopt a responsible attitude to the school
and the task of learning. The standard uniform is as follows:
Girls:







Royal blue sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece jacket with the school logo
White or pale blue polo shirt or blouse
Blue checked dress (optional for the Summer Term)
Black or grey skirt/pinafore dress/culottes/uniform straight leg or boot cut trousers
Black outdoor shoes which may be buckled, laced or slip-on
Plain white/dark socks or navy/black/grey tights if desired

Boys:





Royal blue sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece jacket with the school logo
White or pale blue polo shirt or shirt
Plain black or grey trousers or shorts
Black outdoor shoes which may be buckled, laced or slip-on and plain socks

The school expects children to come to school with a suitable PE kit.



In Key Stage 1 this would ideally be: A pair of blue or black shorts, plain white t-shirt/polo shirt, black
plimsolls, blue or black tracksuit/jogging bottoms and tracksuit top/sports jacket or Dove Bank hoodie, socks
(for girls wearing tights to school).
In Key Stage 2 this would ideally be: A pair of blue or black shorts, blue or black tracksuit/jogging bottoms
and tracksuit top/sports jacket or Dove Bank hoodie, plain white t-shirt/polo shirt, trainers.

Uniform emblazoned with the school logo, including Dove Bank hoodie for PE, can be purchased from our local
supplier: EPT Schoolwear (Coalville) https://www.ept-schoolwear.co.uk/dove-bank-primary-school.aspx.
Friends of Dove Bank also stock a selection of high quality pre-loved school uniform items.

Reminders
Lateness: Please ensure that your child arrives on time for the start of school. Learning in the classroom
starts straight away with an early morning task so it is important your child is on time. The school gates are
opened at 8.45am and school begins at 8.55am.
Attendance: Full attendance and punctuality at school is essential in ensuring your child gets the very best
education they can. Please phone in on the first day of your child’s absence and let the school office know
the reason. You may be asked to bring in proof of medical / dental appointments.
Parking: It is very busy outside the school at the beginning and end of the school day. Please take care
when parking around the school and respect our neighbours. Please do not park in the bus lane as this is
for dropping off only.
Contact Details: Please can you ensure that all your up to date contact details are held by the school
especially if you have changed address or phone number within the last few months.
Uniform: Please ensure all items of clothing worn in school are labelled with children’s names as we have a
large amount of lost property.
Jewellery: We prefer pupils not to wear jewellery. However, children may wear watches and those with
pierced ears may wear sleepers or stud-type earrings whilst in school. We request that pupils remove
earrings prior to PE/Swimming lessons. If you are planning to have your child’s ears pierced, it would be
helpful if this took place during the summer holidays as it is usually recommended that the earrings should
not be removed for six weeks.

Dates for Your Diary
Wednesday 25th August: First day of autumn term
Monday 30th August: School closed for bank holiday
Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th October: Parents evenings
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd October: Half term
Friday 19th November: Children in Need day
Friday 17th December: School closes for Christmas Holiday

More dates will be added in the new academic year.

