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Dove Bank Times 

Message from Mr Cheesman 
 

Hello everyone!  

We have had a wonderful start to the new school year and the children have settled in quickly. 

We have welcomed new children to Dove Bank this year and we are set to continue to grow as 

we move towards becoming a single-form entry form school with up to 210 children. 

The newly opened school extension looks great and it’s already hard to remember what the 

school looked like before. It was lovely to see so many of you when we opened our doors after 

school so that your children could give you a tour. The new hall is amazing and the children are 

enjoying having so much space for their PE lessons. We will be having an official opening of the 

extension after half term – more details to follow. 

Our World War Two commemoration evening on September 27th was a huge success! The 

event in the school hall was part of a series of events to pay respects to the 12-strong crew of 

the Heavenly Body B17 Flying Fortress who lost their lives just outside Nailstone 75 years ago. I 

would like to give a huge thanks to those who organised the event, as well as everyone who 

attended. The Dove Bank Choir sang beautifully and the Dove Bank Ukulele Group enjoyed 

their first live performance! Photographs and a short film of the event will be available soon. 

Finally, I would like to welcome new members to our staff team at Dove Bank. As you will 

already know, Mrs Marie Kelsey joined the teaching team at the beginning of the academic 

year and teaches the year 5 children in Maple Class. I would like to welcome Mr Darren Riley 

who has just taken over the role of Premises Officer; I’m sure you will join me in making him 

very welcome. Mrs Rachel Martin will be joining the midday team after half term and we are 

looking forward to welcoming her to Dove Bank. 

I would like to thank you all for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely half 

term break. 

Warm regards 

Mr J Cheesman 

Headteacher 

http://www.dovebankprimary.co.uk/


Oak News 

Oak Class have been enjoying finding out about their 

first topic, ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ The children have 

been learning about different sorts of transport. They 

enjoyed building their own bus after reading the ‘You 

Can’t Fit an Elephant on a Bus’ story. We also wrote 

about and drew pictures of other things you cannot fit 

on a bus.  

 

 

 

We also enjoyed the story of ‘The Hundred Decker 

Bus’ where we drew and made our own deck on a 

bus. We also wrote about where we would go on our 

journey if we had a hundred decker bus.    

 

 

Finally, Oak class had a wonderful afternoon with parents, Aunties and Uncles designing our 

own paper aeroplanes, we were investigating which would go further – a paper aeroplane 

or a card aeroplane. There were some very well thought out designs! We also spent a long 

time designing boats and building them from recycled materials. Again the designs were 

amazing and luckily they all managed to float. Thank you again for all who attended, you we 

very good at tidying up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birch News 

We have been Street Detectives this term, finding out about our local area 

and its history. This gave us the opportunity to become news reporters and 

write about the Nailstone plane crash of 1944 ready for the memorial 

evening for the village. 

 

One of the highlights of the topic has been a detailed study of famous art 

depicting cityscapes. The children really enjoyed comparing Vincent Van 

Gogh and LS Lowry. I’m sure they can all explain the differences and express 

their own preference. We loved copying the art work using different 

techniques and paints. 

 

In English we thought about the story of The Three Little Pigs and their 

choice of materials for each house. We then rewrote the story with our 

own funny endings. For example, we had the Big Bad Wolf falling into 

strawberry milkshake and making friends with the pigs!  

 

We have had fun being estate agents too and thinking about adjectives to 

describe houses. We have created our own house adverts to make them 

sound really impressive.  

 

Of course, the Harvest Assembly was a great occasion for Birch Class! Who can forget the children singing 

Mr Scarecrow at the top of their voices while pointing a warning finger at the audience? This also gave us 

the opportunity to consider seasonal changes and what is unique about autumn. 

 

  

 

  



Pine News 

This half term, our topic in Pine Class 

has been World War 2. It began with 

our Inspiration Day where the children 

experienced what it would be like to be 

an evacuee. They made gasmask boxes 

and evacuation labels and took part in 

a drama activity where they acted out 

the roles of evacuees, parents, 

teachers and air raid wardens.  

 

The topic continued with several DT projects; making Anderson shelters in pairs, 

making and eating `War Time Fruity Buns` and constructing a Lego version of 

the evacuation of Dunkirk, including harbours, beaches and origami boats.  

 

In Art, Pine Class have designed posters in the 

style of propaganda posters from WW2 and 

investigated the events leading up to The 

Battle of Britain. They improved their 

sketching skills with accurate drawings of 

WW2 aeroplanes.  

 

In English, Pine Class wrote their own evacuation narratives based on `The Lion 

and The Unicorn` by Shirley Hughes. Several members of Pine Class also took 

part in The WW2 Commemoration Evening, as part of the choir and the ukulele 

band. All in all it has been a very busy but enjoyable first term back. 

 

  

 

  



Maple News 

Maple class have immersed themselves in the WW2 themed text, ‘Rose Blanche’.  The 

title, Rose Blanche, can be translated into the "White Rose". The White Rose was an 

underground resistance group of young Germans who dared to speak up for freedom. 

 

This particular story is told through the eyes of a 

young German girl, who is a witness to the 

immense changes occurring in Nazi Germany. Her 

curiosity leads her outside her town where she 

discovers a   concentration camp. Rose Blanche 

secretly brings food to the children behind the 

barbed-wire fence. The author implies that Rose 

Blanche is killed by crossfire as the Russian soldiers 

advance into Germany. The ending of this book is 

symbolic as spring arrives in this deserted camp.   

 

 

 

Whilst reading the text, the children have made predictions; explored the different 

characters; written character descriptions as well as imagined what they would say to each 

other.  We have looked at tools used to create a descriptive opening and suspense in a 

story and then wrote our own paragraphs.  Currently the children are writing the Rose 

Blanche story from the point of view of another character – I am very proud of the excellent 

start they have made! 

https://www.voorhees.k12.nj.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11010
https://www.voorhees.k12.nj.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11010


Sycamore News 

This half term, Sycamore have been working really well on their 

Maths and English as well as their WW2 topic in the afternoon- 

A Child's War. In our English lessons, the pupils have been 

studying the novel 'Goodnight Mister Tom' by Michelle 

Magorian. They have been captivated by the journey that little 

Willie has taken after being evacuated to the countryside and 

have been desperate to get to the end of the story to see if 

there was a happy ending! They have used the book as a 

stimulus to create some amazing descriptive writing as well as 

some detailed character descriptions.  

 

During our afternoons, we have been continuing the 

WW2 theme and have covered a wide range of topics 

including Anne Frank, evacuation, rationing, the Battle of 

Britain, the RAF and different types of shelters. The 

children have enjoyed making ration books, gas mask 

boxes, and war medals, and most recently egg-less WW2 

cake!  

 

 

 

We have also found time to fit in a St. Johns 

Ambulance first aid course on bleeding and 

bandaging, a trip to the Warning Zone and 

an afternoon of Play Coach training.   

 

It’s been a very busy 6 weeks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminders 

Lateness: Please ensure that your child arrives on time for the start of school. Learning in the classroom 

starts straight away with an early morning task so it is important your child is on time. Classroom doors are 

open at 8.45am and school begins at 8.55am. 

Attendance: Full attendance and punctuality at school is essential in ensuring your child gets the very best 

education they can. Please phone in on the first day of your child’s absence and let the school office know 

the reason. You may be asked to bring in proof of medical / dental appointments. 

Parking: It is very busy outside the school at the beginning and end of the school day. Please take care 

when parking around the school and respect our neighbours. Please do not park in the bus lane as this is 

for dropping off only. 

Contact Details: Please can you ensure that all your up to date contact details are held by the school 

especially if you have changed address or phone number within the last few months. 

Before and After School Club Provision: Dove Bank Primary School is now able to offer childcare services 

before and after school, Monday to Friday. Club registration details and information can be found on our 

school website. The club allows us to offer wraparound care for your children form 7.30am to 6.00pm. 

Uniform: Please ensure all items of clothing worn in school are labelled with children’s names as we have a 

large amount of lost property. 

  

Dates for Your Diary 

Monday 21st October: School reopens after half term 

Wednesday 30th October: Multi-Skills Mega Festival (Year 5/6) 

Wednesday 30th October: Friends of Dove Bank Halloween Disco (6.00-7.00) 

Thursday 7th November: Sports Hall Athletics (Year 5/6) 

Thursday 19nd November: Flu vaccinations 

Tuesday 26th November: Dodgeball Development (Year 5/6) 

Friday 6th December: Friends of Dove Bank Christmas Fair (6.00-7.30) 

Tuesday 10th December: Oak Nativity Performances (1.30 / 5.00) 

Friday 13th December: Christmas meal for children 

Friday 13th December: Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 18th December: Whole school pantomime – Wind in the Willows 

Friday 20th December: School closed for Christmas holiday!  

 


