
Dear families, 

The children have settled well in to school 

after a lovely Christmas break. I can’t be-

lieve we are  now in 2023! 

We have had a very busy and long half term, 

but the children and staff have worked with 

determination and excitement. 

A big thank you goes out to all of the chil-

dren who took part in Young Voices, it was a 

very long day for them all but they  loved it 

and were an absolute credit to the school. 

Thank you to Miss Hopper and Mrs Good for 

getting the children prepared and to Mrs 

Goode and Mrs Farrington for supporting 

the children on the trip. 

 

  

The children are really enjoying the range of 

clubs that we now offer at lunchtimes as 

well as our before and after school care. 

The children are having a great time taking 

part in dance fitness, film club and climbing 

club, to name but a few! 

For more information, please contact the 

school office. 

 

On behalf of all of the staff, we would like to 

wish you a lovely half term break. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Fletcher 

 

Spring Term.                        February 2023 

 



 

Maple Class  

 

What a busy half term! In Maple Class, we have started work on the topic `Sow, Grow and 
Farm`. We have researched allotments, drawn animal food webs and looked at how plants 
reproduce. We then dissected daffodils and looked closely at the different parts of the flowers. 
We will continue this topic after half term with plant investigations and cooking seasonal food. 
In Science, we have been investigating changes in materials. We have carried out investiga-
tions into reversible and irreversible changes in materials by evaporating salt from a solution 
and mixing different substances such as bicarbonate and vinegar and observing the reactions. 
Maple Class have also completed an art project called line, light and shadows, where we have 
experimented with different drawing techniques.  

Oak Class 

What another busy term we have had in Oak 
Class! We have spent time learning about wood-
land animals and their habitats. We went onto 
the field and pretended to be rabbits and buz-
zards to try to find the best place to create their 
homes in the open field and under the trees in 
the woods.  

We have continued to make fantastic progress 
with our phonics work with lots of children be-
ginning to write captions and short sentences 
too.  



Pine Class  

Sycamore Class 

We’ve had a brilliant Spring half term in Sycamore 
class. The children have been involved in many 
discussions about our topic on the Maafa (historic 
slavery) and have shown good understanding of 
the problems involved. They have all been keen to 
share strong opinions on the subject and have lis-
tened to each other’s thoughts well.   

They have also really enjoyed learning and writing 

about how the human heart works – although 

some did find it a bit ‘yucky.’  Investigating the 

speed with which blood move through the arteries 

and veins was also lots of fun. 

This half term Pine has been doing lots of collabo-
rative writing to broaden their vocabulary use.  A 
long piece of instructional writing about magnets 
gave Pine the chance to test their use and devel-
opment of paragraphs. We have also developed 
our sharing circle which allows the children to 
share in a comfortable space on the floor. 

Pine have really enjoyed baking this half term, we 
took it in turns to add ingredients and stir them in 
and this left the school smelling fabulous as our 
baking smells drifted as far as the front office. 

Have a look at our Dojo page to see more of  our 
amazing work! 

We had a fantastic day celebration 

Number Day 2023. The children 

dressed in clothes to represent differ-

ent numbers including football shirts 

and onesies! 

We raised a total of £107.70 



 

Birch Class 

Birch Class have enjoyed Spring term. In English we now understand what a non-chronological report 

is. We have been able to use features like heading, sub heading and commas in lists to organise our 

writing.  

In RE we have been learning about and investigating ‘What do Christians believe God is like?’ Here 

we have had several discussions about the teachings of Jesus, the holy trinity and forgiveness.  

In our ‘Bright Lights, Big City’ topic, the children have developed a good understanding of physical 

and human characteristics of the United Kingdom. We can use simple compass directions, locational 

and directional language. We delved into a significant event ‘The Great Fire of London’. Birch class 

have made comparisons to the city of London and Kuala Lumpa, discussing similarities and differ-

ences. We have had lots of fun exploring Google Earth.  

 

 

 

Great work this half term Birch 

Class. Well done. 

Children’s World 

Mental Health Week 

Thank you to the School 

Council and Mrs Good for 

arranging a fantastic day 

that ended our half term 

beautifully. 

We enjoyed listening to 

lots of uplifting songs in 

assembly followed by a 

day of exciting activities in 

our classrooms. 

 

  



 

 

Larch Class 

We’ve had a very busy half term learning all about the characteristics and features of 

rivers and mountain ranges from around the 

world.  

We are working really hard on our Times Ta-

bles with Mrs Vale coming in to play some 

games with us. 

In our writing, we have been learning about 

fronted adverbials  and have used them to 

help us sequence events. 

We are still enjoying our drumming lessons 

with Mr E and have loved having cricket ses-

sions with the cricket coach. 

Oak and Birch Police Visit 

We had a visit from PCSO Nik and PC Richard. They showed us all of the equipment 

that they use to keep themselves and others safe. We had a go at using the radio, 

wearing police hats and sitting in the car. The best bit was the siren! 

 

The children learnt about the role of the police and what to do in an emergency, in-

cluding when to call 999 and the importance of knowing where they are and where 

they live.  



Diary Dates 

Year 3 Residential to Beaumanor Hall Thursday 2nd March—Friday 3rd March 

2023 

World Book Day Celebrations Monday 6th March 2023 

Comic Relief Celebrations Friday 17th March 2023 

Super Hero Dance Sessions with Premier Edu-

cation (6 sessions over 6 weeks) 

Beginning Tuesday 28th March 2023 

FOD Disco Friday 31st March 2023 at 5.30pm 

Years 5 & 6 Swimming Beginning 19th April 2023 

Year 5 & 6 visit to Warning Zone Tuesday 20th June 2023 

Year 6 visit to Whitemoor Lakes Monday 26th June—Wednesday 28th 2023 

Welcome to our new support staff 

We are really pleased to introduce our new support staff who will 

be joining us after half term: 

Mr Arnold, who will be supporting in Pine and Larch. 

Mrs Camp, who will be supporting in Birch. 

Miss Lenton, who will be supporting in Maple 

Mrs Cottle, who currently works with us in Birch and has agreed to 

join the team. 

 

A few reminders... 

• Due to positive feedback from families, children and staff, we are going to continue to open 

the gate and welcome the children straight into the classroom. 

• Please can you stick to our one way system for collection at the end of the school day.  

• All children must have their PE kits in school on a Monday ready for the week ahead. Lots of 

office time is taken up with calls home and some children are not able to take advantage of 

the experienced sports coaches that come in to school to work with all classes. 

• Please can you be responsible for your children whilst waiting for the school bus to arrive for 

collections in the mornings. The children need to queue in an orderly manner and board the 

bus appropriately. There have been reports of children moving around on the bus and not 

behaving in an appropriate manner whilst on the bus. Please can you remind your children 

about keeping safe and behaving appropriately. 

• All pupil absences need to be reported to the school office first thing in the morning. These 

messages can not come through class Dojo as they may not be seen by the class teacher in 

time. 


