
Dear Families, 

It is very exciting to write to you all after what 

has been a very busy half term. We have lots 

of exciting times and many more to come 

before the year ends. 

 

The children have been very busy this half 

term focusing on their handwriting and letter 

formation and this has had an impact on the 

quality of work that the children are produc-

ing. 

 

Our Friendship Ambassadors have been work-

ing very hard to ensure that children are hav-

ing a happy break time and lunch time and 

we now offer a wider range of lunchtime 

clubs to appeal to as many children as possi-

ble. 

 

The Coronation Party was a real success and 

a Big Thank You goes to Friends of Dove 

Bank for organising everything including 

securing a grant to purchase the time cap-

sules. On the day, everyone had a great time 

drinking tea and coffee and eating cakes and 

sweets. A fire alarm in the middle of the cel-

ebrations did not put anyone off and we 

went on to bury the time capsules together 

and sing a range of songs, organised by Mrs 

Good, to round off the celebrations in style.  

On behalf of all of the staff, we would like to 

wish you a lovely Half Term break. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Fletcher 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term.                        May 2023 

Congratulations to our Year 2  and Year 6 children 

who have completed their SATs tests with such 

professionalism and confidence  -  you are a credit 

to your families and to Dove Bank. Thank you to 

Ibstock Co-op who, once again, kindly donated all 

of the breakfast treats for Year 6. 



 

 
Oak Class 

What a busy term we have had! Our topic this term was all about Dinosaurs. From discovering our 

very own dinosaur egg, to digging up fossils on the school playing fields, we have learnt so much 

about how dinosaurs lived, what they ate and how they became extinct, we are now dinosaur ex-

perts! 

 

 We have been trying very hard with our writing 

this term, using our phonics to help our spelling 

and our letter formation is improving all the 

time! In Maths we have been learning about 

measuring, comparing heavy and light and ex-

ploring 2D and 3D shapes as well as practicing 

our number formation. We had a lovely time 

celebrating the Kings coronation and burying 

our very own time capsules. I wonder what new 

and exciting things we will learn about next half 

term? 

Sycamore Class 

Well, what a busy half term for Sycamore class!  SATs, Coronation and football team visits 

have made for an exciting time.    

After preparing and practicing for the SATs for so long, the children finally had the chance to 

show off their skills. Breakfast club was a great success and the children had the time to 

relax and chat with their friends as well as quiz 

teachers about how the days would go. This meant 

that when they were completing the tests they 

were relaxed, focused and doing their best.  Re-

gardless of results, they should, without exception, 

be proud of how hard they worked and conducted 

themselves during this time – we certainly are!  All 

deserved the extra Dojo party and really enjoyed 

themselves. 

We have also been busy with our curriculum.  The 

children have especially enjoyed and fully engaged 

with our engineering unit where they have en-

joyed working out how bridges are made strong 

and attempting to build some of the various types. 

Another great success for the class was the visit from Aston Villa FC where the children 

showed what superstars they are by listening brilliantly and participating fully. They showed 

their skills and ability to work as part of a team meaning that the coach remarked on what a 

fantastic class they are.   

I’m looking forward to next term and the exciting events that we have planned. 



 

Stephen Lawrence Day 

                                                                                       

 

 

 

The children in Sycamore wrote a letter to everyone explaining what Stephen Lawrence 

Day is all about: 

 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

 

On the 28th April 2023 we are celebrating the life of Stephen Lawrence and remem-

bering his death. Please could you send your children into school on that day wearing 

orange clothing as a form of respect and remembrance. The day will continue our 

work on anti-racism and inequality. 

 

Stephen Lawrence was involved in a tragic racist attack just because of the colour of 

his skin. Stephen’s mother, Baroness Lawrence, has spoken about the day. She wants 

it to be a reflective learning experience, a celebration and a journey towards greater 

equality and inclusion for all. Consequently, we are dedicating the 28th April 2023 to 

his memory and respect of diversity. 

 

We can support this cause by wearing orange and educating everyone about the im-

portance of anti-racism. We hope that at some point we can stop racism. 

 

Your sincerely 

Sycamore Class  

 

Leading up to this day and on the day itself, the children car-

ried out a range of activities to learn more about Stephen 

Lawrence and other significant people from Black History, 

ranging from Martin Luther King to Rossa Parks. 



 

Pine Class 

Pine have had a really busy half term. 

They have finished their Light topic in Science with a fantastic puppet show using torches and 

hand made puppets. They have started their new topic Plants - Life cycles, by planting some 

sunflower seeds with varying light and water conditions to see if they will grow and then we 

are going to compare the results. 

 

In English, Pine have really enjoyed the Mardi Gras topic. The bright colours and imaginative 

displays have been the subject of some wonderful writing, culminating in a fabulous story of 

their choice after half term.  

Maple Class 

Maple Class have had a super half term. We have begun our Ancient Greeks topic by researching 
the timelines of the different city states. We have also researched facts about Ancient Greek arte-
facts and seen and handled these artefacts on our trip to New Walk Museum. We have also been 
busy with our art project which is called Mixed Media. The children have created fabric crumbs, 
with buttons sewn on, collages based on work by Matisse and have learnt the skills of paper fold-
ing and twilling. We will use these skills next half term to create a class collage. This term we have 
also started gardening and have been busy planting rocket and peas in the school allotment. In 
computing we have been using Scratch to understand how to code simple animations. We have 
also enjoyed the football session with Aston Villa and the Coronation Day  



 

Birch Class 

Birch Class had a busy half term. In Year 1 during English we have been writing our 
own portal stories. We have focused on using our imagination to turn pebbles into 
fascinating objects using magic. We have been using our phonic knowledge to spell 
words and focused on capital letter formation. In Year 2 children chose their future 
career and wrote a recount of how they achieved this profession whilst imagining 
they were 30 years old! They focused on writing in the past tense whilst using 
conjunctions to join sentences.   

Year 2s have worked super hard 
this half term with their SATS. 
They have all put in great effort 
revising and revisiting learning 
to ensure great results.  

In PE we have been developing 
our ball skills using different 
sized balls. We have enjoyed 
doing football drills and focused 
on controlling the ball with our 
feet.   

 

Bhangra Fusion 

The whole school, including the staff, had the opportunity to be part of an amazing interactive 

assembly with a focus on health and fitness where they joined in with a dance workshop based on 

Bhangra moves, which is a popular form of Indian dance.  



 

 

Larch Class 

We have had a very busy half term in Larch class. We 

really enjoyed a whole class drumming workshop and 

were able to transfer some of our skills from our 

weekly drumming sessions. We really enjoyed learn-

ing about Dr Martin Luther King Jr and celebrating 

'Stephen Lawrence Day'. We then shared our own 

dreams for the future with our peers. 

We have enjoyed having Mrs Oxbrough back with us 

and have been busy focusing on our Times Tables in 

lots of different ways. 

In our RE lessons, we have been learning about the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan and acted out the par-

able in teams. 

 

 

We were very excited to welcome AVFC in to our school this 
week, offering all of the children a coaching/training session, 
Sam, our coach, said that he was so impressed with the attitude 
of all of the children at Dove Bank and congratulated us on our 
fantastic attitude in all of his sessions. Congratulation to those 
children who have been asked to join the Development Team. 

FDS /Aston Villa FC 

"Developing Children 



 

 

 

The whole school experienced a wonderful drumming workshop that was not only fun but was 

also fast paced and  interactive. Thank you to DCP Drums for coming to visit us. 

 
Dove Bank Pond 

Thank you to Friends of Dove Bank for spending so many weekends cleaning 
out our pond area and bringing it all back to life. The children are really enjoy-
ing accessing this area again and we can’t wait until Oak Class have completed 
the Dove Bank Bug Hotel. 

 



Diary Dates 

Year 5 & 6 visit to Warning Zone Tuesday 20th June 2023 

Year 6 visit to Whitemoor Lakes Monday 26th June—Wednesday 28th 2023 

Class Photographs Wednesday June 21st 

Oak and Birch trip to Manor Farm Monday 3rd July 

Dove Bank Sports Day Monday 10th July 

Year 6 Celebration Evening Wednesday 12th July. 5.30pm—6.30pm 

Summer Term Ends Thursday 13th July  

 A few reminders... 

• Please ensure that your child/ren are wearing the correct uniform for school, including appropri-

ate foot wear—sports trainers are not permitted as our everyday school shoe. 

• Drop off and collection for  Dove Bank Wrap Around Care is now at the main gate. 

• Now the sunshine is here, please can you make sure that your child has sun cream 

on before they arrive at school and have a sun hat and a drink in school. 

Governors 

Welcome to our two new Parent Governors,  

Mr Luke Gilbert and Miss Helen Cholerton. 

  

We have spaces for a Community Governor so if you know somebody who might be interested then 

please contact the school office for more information. 

Lettings 

 

We are looking at letting our facilities during the evenings & weekends at Dove Bank Primary 

School. We would love to work in partnership with the village and the wider community to offer 

our facilities as a bookable space.  

Please email our LiFE Multi Academy Trust - Facilities Manager - Conor Woolman for further 

information cwoolman@lifemultiacademytrust.org.uk   

mailto:cwoolman@lifemultiacademytrust.org.uk

