
Dear families, 

We have come to the end of a very 

long and exciting term. We have had 

lots of different experiences, 

including visiting All Saints Church, 

Nailstone,  a whole school theatre 

trip and our school Christmas 

Concert. 

We have again enjoyed singing this 

term with the guidance of Mrs Good 

and we managed to fill the hall with 

our families who came to hear us sing 

and sign. 

The children have been working 

especially hard on their handwriting 

and reading this term and have 

really embraced our new phonics 

scheme. Well done to all of the staff 

and Governors across the school 

who have completed the full 6 hours 

training to enable the scheme to be 

taught and supported effectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would personally like to thank all of 

the staff at Dove Bank for working so 

hard to support the children and to 

provide the best possible education. 

I would also like to thank you all for 

your continued support as the 

school continues to go from strength 

to strength. 

 

Wishing you a restful 

Christmas and a  Happy 

New Year! 

Mrs. Fletcher  

Autumn Term.                        December2023 

 



Remembrance Day. 

We celebrated Remembrance Day with an 

assembly led by the School Council. Each 

class showcased work that they had com-

pleted to help them and us understand the 

meaning or Remembrance Day. 

The children were very respectful and made 

the event very special. 

Maple Class  

Well, what a busy half term!  Maple class have 

written stories, poems and explanation texts; 

improved their reading skills by learning about 

visualisation, questioning/wondering and how to 

work out what unfamiliar words mean. In 

addition to this, the children have worked hard 

on learning different spelling patterns.  In History 

they loved seeing how weapons developed over 

the years and in Science our work on the Solar 

System has produced brilliant models to help us 

understand what happens in our Galaxy.  Well 

done to the children for their hard work this 

term.  I can’t wait to see the amazing work that 

will be completed in the Spring term. 

Oak Class  

Wow, what a busy half-term we have had in Oak class! 
We have been learning all about people who help us 
and were lucky enough to have some firefighters that 
work for Leicestershire Fire and Rescue visit us with a 
fire engine.  

We have done some baking, tried new sports, and 
enjoyed learning about Remembrance Day.  

The children have been making great progress in 
phonics and are able to apply their learning to support 
them when reading and writing.  

Recently, we have been learning all about Christmas 
and showing our understanding through the 
performance of our class Nativity Story. 

 



Pine Class  

Pine class have had a busy and productive Autumn term. In year 2 English, we have 
been writing our own fairy tale stories and creating our own information leaflet. We 
have focused on using expanded noun phrases and time adverbials. We have 
enjoyed brainstorming ideas and getting creative when drawing story maps. Year 2 
have loved exploring 3D shapes and have learnt lots of new vocabulary in Maths.   

In year 3 English, we have been writing 
descriptions, our own cave challenge 
story and diary entries. We have been 
using expanded noun phrases, time 
adverbials and conjunctions to link our 
ideas together. Everyone's handwriting 
has greatly improved - some children may 
even be ready for a pen soon! Year 3 
have worked incredibly hard on using 
formal column methods for addition and 
subtraction and have been improving 
their fluency with multiplication and 
division facts. 

In the wider curriculum, we have found 
out about the religion of Judaism, celebrating differences in PSHE and even know 
how to say 'My name is...' in French! As well as our Stone Age cave art, in History we 
have been deciding which period we would prefer to have lived in: Stone Age, 
Bronze Age, or the Iron Age, not to mention our work on forces in Science and 
dancing in PE. Phew we have been busy! 

Larch Class 

Larch have had a great (albeit long!) half term. Right at the beginning of the half term, the 
class created their own designs for t-shirts, depicting different periods of time we had 
studied. They then presented their fashion shows to Pine Class. The class have been doing 
some fantastic reading and look forward each week to finding out who is our Reading Star. 
The reading Star of the Week gets to read with our reading frog for the next week! We are 

currently enjoying reading Sky Song 
together, an adventure story set in a 
magical world of Sky Gods and fantastical 
inventions. In Maths, we have completed 
our units on addition and subtraction and 
have now moved onto multiplication and 
division. In English, we enjoyed writing non-
chronological reports about dragons and 
are now getting into the festive spirit with a 
unit based around the poem ‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas’. The class 
performed a brilliant rendition of the poem 
complete with actions they had made 
themselves.  



Sycamore  

This has been a very busy half term for Sycamore Class. In Geography, we have been investigating 
changing populations and how these changes impact climate and the environment. As part of this 
project we conducted a field trip around our local village to collect data about traffic, litter and 
noise pollution. We did this by counting vehicles and interviewing local people.  

In computing, we have been looking at `Big Data`, how this is collected and how it effects our lives. 
We have learnt about QR codes and taken part in a QR code treasure hunt. The children enjoyed 
this so much, that we also planned a treasure hunt with real gold (chocolate), treasure as part of 
their well-earned dojo day.  

We also enjoyed a visit to the theatre to watch the pantomime `Beauty and the Beast' and a visit to 
the school, by another theatre company, who performed `Robin Hood`. 

Pantomime 

We have had two exciting pantomime experiences this half term. The first was through 

M&M Theatrical Productions who visited us at Dove Bank in October and the second 

was at the Century Theatre in Coalville where we went on our school trip together in 

December. 



All Saints Church, Nailstone. 

This Christmas, we have been busy 

learning a new set of Christmas 

songs and signing songs to sing at All 

Saints Church, Nailstone. Thank you 

to  everyone at the church for mak-

ing us all feel so welcome.  

Elm Class 

It has been another busy term for Elm 
Class. The children have been learning 
about fruits and vegetables in Design 
and Technology. Fruity Thursday was 
a huge success! The children really 
enjoyed making and tasting 
smoothies. Links have been made to 
Science, where the children have 
been learning about and exploring 
their senses.  
 
In Geography, the children have been 
learning about maps and how to read 
them. 
 
Maths has been particularly exciting 
as the  children have been learning 
the properties of 2D and 3D shapes 
along with their number bonds to 10. 
Benji even joined us for a Maths lesson!  
 
The children absolutely enjoyed the Panto trip, Children in 
Need, Odd Sock Day and a Christmas themed PE session.   



Friendship Ambassadors. 

Our friendship ambassadors launched our anti-

bullying week this year when they talked to the 

children about their role within school, which 

includes; being there for people who need some-

body to play with, organising games at breaks 

and lunch times and just being a friendly face for 

others.  

Dove Bank Dog. 

Benji has been a very welcome addition to the 

school and is very popular with the children and 

staff.  

He is being very spoilt by everyone and has loved 

his second half term with us. 

 

Anti-bullying! 
 
We have done lots of learning about Anti-
bullying and discussed what a bully is, what to 
do if we see somebody being bullied and 
discussed who we could talk to if we were 
worried about bullying. 
 
We had lots of odd socks in school to represent 
us all being unique!  



Dove Bank Christmas Tree 

Thank you to Cadeby Tree Trust for donating 

our beautiful tree this year. It has lit up our 

courtyard once again and has really helped us 

prepare for Christmas. 

Friends of Dove Bank 

Thank you for all of the hard work that FOD 

have done this year so far to raise funds for 

the school.  

The Halloween Disco was a great success. 

 

 

Warm and Fuzzy Christmas 

Congratulations to all of the children in Oak class 

for reminding us of the true meaning behind 

Christmas in your amazing nativity.  



Dove Bank’s got Talent! 

Thank you to Absolute Performance 

Academy, who gave the children a 

wonderful experience in school 

through a range of workshops. The 

children had a fantastic time and 

enjoyed showing off their dancing 

talents.  

 

Stephen Lawrence Ambassadors 

Following on from marking Stephen Lawrence Day last year, The children at 
Dove Bank have set up the ‘Stephen Lawrence Ambassador’ group. 
 
Natasha Boyce from the LiFE MAT Racial Equity Group, visited us recently to 

talk about our new roles as ambassadors and how we can all make a difference. 

 
Children from all year groups have come together to form our new group and 

are keen to get started with planning events and awareness days to help 

promote conversation and awareness around racism, diversity, inclusivity and 

equality. 



Diary Dates 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 22th December 2023 

School Opens for Pupils Monday 8th January 2024 

 

Children in Need 

With the help of Mini Explorers, the 

children raised a grand total of 

£229.20 through your generous 

donations and our cake sale.  

Staffing 

We are really pleased that Miss Riley has returned from maternity leave 

and that Mrs Briggs will be teaching Elm Class for the remainder of the 

academic year. 

 

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Cottle, Mrs Armitage and Mrs 

Broughton. but we wish them well as they move on from Dove Bank.  

 

Nailstone Community Group 

A fantastic night was had by all whilst 

watching the Nativity and taking part 

in a quiz.  

Just over £400 was raised for FOD. 

Thank you to everybody who was 

involved in making it such a fun 

evening. 

 


